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PROPOSALS 

BY OLIVER EVERETT FOR PUBLISHING AN 

INDEX 

TO THE FIRST TWENTY VOLUMES 

OF THE 

NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW. 



The plan on which the North American Re- 
view has been conducted, and the great variety 
of subjects which it has embraced, make it a 
work of useful reference to all persons desirous 
of becoming familiar with the political and lite- 
rary progress of this country. In combining 
criticism with discussion, historical narrative with 
political investigation, and literary remark with 
the selection of important facts, it becomes a 
repository of knowledge not more valuable to 
the scholar, than to the general inquirer. It has 
been the object of the conductors of the work 
from the beginning, to confine its pages as 



closely as possible to the events, doings, and 
interests of this country. 

Our literature is not, perhaps, sufficiently ex- 
uberant as yet to supply all the materials for 
such a work ; but in resorting to foreign sources, 
it has always been the aim to choose such topics, 
as would have an essential value for the Ameri- 
can public, either in communicating desirable 
information, exhibiting just and liberal princi- 
ples, or improving the taste. Considerable at- 
tention has been paid to the literature of the 
continent of Europe, because it is locked up 
from the mass of readers among us in unknown 
tongues, and because we learn little concerning 
it through the channel of England. 

On the importance of a General Index to a 
work, whose materials are so various, and so 
abundant in historical details and facts, nothing 
needs be said. This must be sufficiently obvious 
to every person, whose experience has ever led 
him to estimate the immense value of expe- 
dients and facilities in acquiring knowledge. 
The present number of the North American 
Review closes the Nineteenth Volume, and as 
soon as the next volume shall be printed, an 
Index of the whole work will be prepared, and 
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put immediately to press, should the number of 
copies subscribed for warrant the undertaking. 

As an index can be valuable only to the sub- 
scribers for the work, its sale must necessarily 
be limited to those persons. The publisher has 
not the encouragement, therefore, usual in simi- 
lar cases, of looking forward to profits from 
future sales. Hence, very few copies more than 
the number actually subscribed for will be print- 
ed ; and as all the subscribers will see this no- 
tice, it is presumed that every one, who desires 
a copy of the Index, will forward his name ac- 
cordingly. It is thought proper to make this 
statement distinctly, that every person may be 
fully apprised of the circumstance, and that there 
may be no disappointment from neglect, or an 
unseasonable application. 

To persons, who have begun with the work 
at any stage of its progress, the Index will be 
equally valuable, as each reference will indicate 
both the volume and the page, methodically 
arranged, in which the incident or passage re- 
ferred to is contained. 

The work will be printed in the same style of 
execution, as the current numbers of the North 
American Review. It will make a volume con- 



taining from 450 to 500 pages, and will be de- 
livered in boards to subscribers at $3 a copy. 

Persons living at a distance may become sub- 
scribers, by leaving their names with any of the 
agents of the North American Review, or send- 
ing them by mail or otherwise to the publisher, 
Oliver Everett, 13 Cornhill, Boston. 



